my 


, 
A 


it 


2 
N 


. 


* 8 ; 
8332 
"—_ 4 


. = 1 
MA , SOS. Coo IR £ | 
. . l 5 ; * 2 F 9 5 
WW Ar * 


8 [> 
FA 


* 


98 


40 


* 2 . 3 + 
OIL, on AY f 2 


EA 


* 


— 8 1 
R 


. 


* 
* £ 
* 
. * 
5 ws, 85 A 9 j : 4 6 
＋ 4 \ * o „ wes 1 ” : 
by f 2 ; — N * 
: a 5 * . 

* Fi 4 

# a k » 

1 4 
oy * * 
: , : — 2 * * 
* 
k * 
5 ; _— D p : 
; * 
- ' * * 
: * Yr, 
: o 

« * 

. * 4 - , 

. \ « 
” 


— 2 ; \ 
; ue , 
4 | ; 
i [4 "= & & fe 2 5 * o = 
Y ? ” 0 i 
* * » a 5 I * # 
” \ R 
5 of 1 4 . 
* * r , «a, 5 o *” 
* * 
« . , 1 952 a 5 . 
8 LF . 


% 
£ oy 
— 4 * $ 
* 5 z 7 f — : 2 ; * F 
: z 
5 - 


* 
* - 
. ” - 
Fs ; 4 
3 6 , 
7 8 * - . { 
& + 
N WL. hd 8 e 
* 4 8 . : 
— a 2 S * 
LE 8 | 
1 8 3 
83 F a | 
i; Ie" : 
” * 
* 
* 
* 1 
i N Fs 1 
bo. Ws. * 95 * 
% 4 7 . 
— - £0 | 
A * - 
. eg | 
* ; * 5 N 4 
* 1 
a aA » 0 : ; 
* y ad 
fd * - f 
2 - : q | 
4 * ® * 4 * * 
1 " * 
1 L by : 1 
2 * * * " 5 
* 8 ; 
a, wy " N 1 
* | 0 : ; bal \ 
* ; N f 
N ; . 
N 9 
Fl 
7 * 1 
k ; © * 
, 5 
— 1 . 7 
i ; p - a " 
1 > FO. 5 52 * 8 A 14 is * * 
5 * N > o 5 
Ed + f * 
i * . * 
. 7 1 Ne 1 * 5 * * ; 
-< * 9 F 
* * 
ts} . 5 5 
— [4 4 s 6 2 
- : ** 3 
. * N 
2 * * . 
* h ; 
— * : * 
: 
* 4 1 " n 
. * 7 . * " , 
, * 7 n ? * 4 ; * , 
* \ F 
| * * * * 
* L ö . J 
, 2, 
"©. 5 
* 
oy £ 4 6s . 
; * 
- 
* 
= * 
. 
" + 
© 2 * 3 « , 0 
%. | F, . ö 
y ud * F - Pg 1 
* 1 Y ” 7 * 4 I * By 
* * 7 4 A. | ” ; 
* - — p » 5 * q * 6 * 
7 * - 75 0 5 200 
8 5 of 7 * 
* b 5 
6 . * 7 * 35 7 $'% N * "oY — wh” . * 
&# 1 Þ 5 . - * Ws wt? * 
- " * « ' ” : 
” © a py * * . * * 
. 7 . 
9 4 * ” . 
- * . . * ” 
NW at 
"x . 
* * 
\ 5 
A. — ; 
4 n p , 
* , , 3 5 120 . 
14 34 4 ” 1 ad 27 * ! ” : 
. ne 5 P : 
4 Fa ; * A * 4 
0 2 4+ v.44 * i 
| } + . x Pp 2 — 
0 1 7 * * 
4 1 5 ny * N x | + *; a + l F$&- | | h ; 
- 4 3 "TS OF 8 2 SAG Wr 1 ET - * — PR 40 at%as E * Sb Y we , | . ee , 


2 
N 


ERNOR 


8 
90 
* 


n 


N 
the GOV! 


# 


«*_ 


in 
\ 
£0 
E, 


4 
ter 
"NS 


en 
Prin 


o 


4 


— 


fy 
Fr. 


GRE 
1 


= 


=_—Y 
J 


the Cura 


1 
1. 
Is 

5 | | 
f 


= 


w 
x 
COMP 


: 


* 

- 

* 
* 
* 
— 


= 


ol 


Paſtor o 
K 
Tinorn 


7 
5 * 
-» 
Wa 
* 
11 
0 
i. 
£73 
#4 4.4 
fy: 
4 
— 
; 1 


. * . * 9 
* * — . ; 
- — — of # +4 * a 
Is . ? "3 5 | 
? 5 0 4 ' + £ 
* k * 4 %; 4 % 1 * 1 * K 
5 þ4 ; : F + - - 8 4 4 bo = * - 
* * 7 1 „ 1 : * J 
of — 2 . 
: 0 % ” * 
S_ * £ « . 1 " 1 


— 


= 
a 
- 
S wm 
» 7 
« 


* 
net 


* 


Pri 


2 « . 
8 


2 3 
2 > . 7 
— — 2 


e 


* 


E. 
TIES 
e . 


0 N 
4 L 


_— aaa 22 
TITS 18448 #5 Oe C4 ASS LS 
1 2 rap — a - 
, . d * * 4 


ernor and Company of the State 


Bl . RDERED, . That Ana a Davzxroxr, LE 
1 9 85 iy £31, 4h . 


* 


= - K Ely and 8475 CuAarLss Weep, return 


PS 


TY $ Me ly K 1 ö ; 8 * 74 
5 u A emb 1 to the Rey. Mr. 
7 * 5 5 % * f & vx J | * T g ; lt FT _ F 
bs . A ® e 
12 i a ＋ wy 4 
S ; 
Ne or His Sermon delive cr ed be 89 
3 TE: 4 
8 3 IF 2 i 
5 . * b 1 | | 
IFRS 8 A « , mn N © 8% 6 
3 . » F 2 . 
. | ore the Ailem on the 10 nſtant, an 
0 BY”, — N x, 
75 F if 2» b 4 ; . pu 
1 : a 5 : x 1 0 
8 1 A” i 8 5 | 4 s F Fo 
N £ , 
r lire A thereo at xt may 11nte 
11 . : : 
* 4 bY . - * \ 
n 
9 55 : 3 ; LO wx" _— —— * © + 4 . — 5 * 82 „ GE» 24 6, Ge I As en . . << 
3 8 | F - l 
* 9 x Fo 8 4 5 
5 *; 3 75 4 % ** 31 
b 1 Wd Z * ' ” 4 
1 * 1 c . 
\ * q o 4 Ve * - % 
: * bs 
v VT 
F - * 
£ 5 * 4 - , 
* * L 1 2 4 * 
* $5 I» 4 2 „ 3 
3 1 N. 5 it 5. 
ET EO : - ; 6 
11 — 
0 
1 a 3 
— 7 os - *%* 
5 * 9 . —4 ” k 8 * . 
; e 2 1 x dy 
. * * 4 : 2 a hf - 4 


* 
* 
4 52 
by 
W 
* 
LI 
. 
” 
* 
+ 
* 
* 
* 
* 


rs 
2 
0 
w 
" 
* 


* * . 5 


SE 
_ 
* 


" 
& 


os 


4 

- EL 

* x . — 
” 
4 W . 
* IKE. . 

= - - « - 

- "4 

” © a 

© = — * = 
5 
. 


© 2 BY 
WW 
5 
3 
4 
F 


4 1 - 
#'» „ 
* 4 = - - 
k 4 
* O * 


Ne £ 
W . 
« AN», 5 "a 
"*, re 
& 1 | 
: . 
/ 
» 
1 
* 
0 7 


4 2 . $5” * * d 
| $ 1 2 2 - . 8 W 
# * £ N . — 1 
WL”, 


MY ES Io or ep 


* 
3 


« 


* 


report ſhe had Beard of his wiſdom and grandeur did far exceed = 


3» 4 A 
e 
EOS. 
7 
32 


FA 
4 


8 
* 


- 


a) 2 % ok - 28 . 2 : 3 


Bleſſed be the Lord thy G whith delighted in thee to Jet thee on / 
" throne, to be king for the Lord thy God ; becauſe thy God loves _ 


Ira, to effabliſh-them forever, therefore made be thee king c nr 
HES E words were ſpoken by the Queen of Sheba, - .. 


of whom honourable mention is made by our Savibur, 
in that ſhe came from a far country to hear the witdom 


of Solomon; who, when ſhe had come and proved” 
him with hard"queſtions, declares, that although the 


her belief; yet having heard his wiſdom, and ſeen the geur 
d magniffcence of his kingdom and attendance, ſhe finds reaſon 
to acknowledge that the half was not told her. And upon a view _- 
and reflection on theſe things, ſhe, with wonder and admiration, 
breaks forth in the language recorded in my text: Blefled de 
the Lord thy God which delighted in thee to ſet thee on his 
6: throne, to be king for the Lord thy God; becauſe thy GG —» © 
loved Iſrael, to eſtabliſh them forever, therefore made he thee” 
* king over them, to do judgment and juſtice.” . 
Tus expreſſions difcover an excellent ſpirit of diſcernment., = 
wiſdom. and underftanding in this royal ate. Although Kw 
heathen, yet ſhe acknowledgeth the true God, and exprefſeth ler 


belief of his governing providence in the affairs of this world, and "oY IS 


in diſpoſing of men to places of public truſt, power and authority 3 
and with devout acknowledgments aſcribes glory to him, ſaying. 8 
 Bl:ſed be the Lord thy God,” Ken 8 
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Tus dignified charater of the civil ger is hives Avoid 
in its proper light, They fit upon God's throne, and ate veſted 


with their authority for the Lord their God. All power is of God: 


the payers that be are. ordained of God. Their authority js deris 
ved from him, and is to be uſed for him: they are his vibegerents, 


acting by delegated authority from him; for which cauſe they are 


ſome times ſtiſed Gods. Thus ſhe obſerves to Solomon, chat he 


was wg upon God's throne, ® and was made king for the * 
Als 


W may here alſo obſerve che accurate penetration and Fn 
-ment of this dignified female, in that The not only traceth civil 


government from its true ſource, as it is derived from God; but 
alſo wiſely obſerves the great ends and purpoſes to be ſerved by 


the exerciſe of that power which particular perſons, by the allot- 


ments of divine providence, are veſted with 3 which is t do good 
by the exerciſe of their authority to thoſe over whom they govern. 
Men are veſted with civil power, not for their on ſake ; bur fer 
the benefit of thoſe among whom they are to exerciſe their autho- 
rity. For thus the obſerves to Solomon, © that it was becauſe 
God loved Iſrael, to-eſtabliſh them forever, that he had made 
him king over Iſrael, to do judgment and juftice.” Thoſe two 
expreſſions, ** judgment and juſtice,” are expreſſive of the whole 
exerciſe of civil government. Civil rulers are to do judgmen 

that they may diſcountenance and reſtrain all manner of fin 24 
wickedneſs, by irflifting a proper puniſhment, upon offenders ; 
and they are to do juſtice by an equitable deciſion of all contro- 


wverfi:s which ariſe between a man and his neighbour. 


Trvs we have the remarks of 2 female upon the nature, ends 
and pur poſes of civil government: and what pity is it that any 
who value themſelves upon being called men, ſhould come behind 
her in the knowledge of theſe things; or if veſted with any branch 
of authority, ſhould fo fail in the exerciſe of it, as to fall under 
the reproof of an old woman 


Ir is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe this Gentile queen was directed 
5 Altkoneh there was a {; ecia! propriety in repreſenting the Kings of 


T'rael as ſea;$d upon Goit's throne, in that Iſrael was a Theocracy, yet I can 
ſee 1.0 impropriety.in applying this to civil rulers in gereral ; which I con- 


gene is werranted by the apoſtle who has laid, oy the rowers that be, ace 


oOrJuired of God.” 


— 


— 


. 


; — e 1 
N A 8 
. IT * + 
? J 0 —— 1 7 I * "4 1 N — "4% 
n * I | : | e \ 24 3 — > „ : 70 4 
. ff * y . G . : . l - p * F . * . =y o © 
: 4 : mln G © 4 4 o + , . ; = 
* ; B82 > F Wy. { bo N A. \ * * : Is 8 . b be 9 
8 Ip , 4 ; * 4 4s » 3 
4 * is 4 
p » . * 
4 pe ? 
" 1 8 4 . 1 
4 . J & ”, 1 A 
N 7 * wy 
2 ” 
9 q L 


. 


by inſpication. when ſhe uttered · beſe· word i it is ſufficient coins. 
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a divine ſanction to my text, that it here ſtands recorded By a ins 


ſpired pen · man for our inſtruction and admonition; wherein we 

not- only find the digaity, and duty of civil rulers painted out; 

but alſo many motives briefly to® 8 ts excite them to the prac» 
ice of it. Their duty is-ta-do judgment and juſtice. They. mult 


do judgment by puniſhing-the: vicious, therein rendering them 


| ſelves a tertet to evil doers. As a man can baue no right to hurt 
his neighboutr; ſo neither to hurt himſelf: whence it appears to 
belong to the civil magiſt 


rate to puniſh perſonal as well as relative 
offences. And they muſt-alfo.do juſtice, by making equitable 
deciſions between-contendigg parties, PSS WEE e & fo. SHINE 
Is, muſt be confeſſed that the power of legiſlation-is. not here ſp: 
cry: ſpolen of; but yet, as doing judgment and juſtice is the. 
great and important ſerviee which civil rulers-age to perform tor 


the community, therefore when they ate acking in a legiſlative 
capacity, it muſt be their ſpecial care to enact ſuch laws, that the 
executive authority may be rendered bleſſings to a people by the 
due exerciſes of judgment and juſtice upon all occaſions. Indeed, 
the kings of Iſrael ſeem to have. been veſted with little or nothing 
of that power which is of the legiſlative. kind. God himſelt had 
framed their laws by the miniſtry. of Moſes, not only for their 
ediſication as: a: religious ſociety, ot viſihle church; but alſo for 
their good government as a civil ſtates; We have there given us 
an excellent and truly divine model of civil government, worthy. 
_ to-be-imitated'by-all-nations, There laws are but few expreſſcd-. 
in few, but plain terms; eaſy to be underſtood. They are for the 
moſt · part, general rules of equity and but few ſpecial ſtatutes 
{qr particular caſes. Some few particular ſtatutes in certain caſes 
are given; which might ſerve as à pattern for the: inſtruction of ex. 
ecutive authority, to direct them to the righteous: application of tke 
more general rules of goverment in all particular caſes. that might 
ariſe; which men of interity might eaſily apply, ſo as to execute 
good qudgmeat, and true equity among a people. When legiſla- 
tive powers eſaꝝ to frame particular ſtatutes that may be a rule 
for the exetutwe authority in every caſe that -ſhall ariſe, it is 
neccſlary that their ſtatutes ſhould be very numerous; which not 
only makes it more difficult to find men ſufficiently acquainted 
with che la to put it in execution; but alſo, many times wicked, 

„„ „ ; deſigning 
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E. . ccligning and craf:y men invent ways to ſhelter evil actions under 
1 the letter of the law ; or to ſcreen themſelves from juſtice, becauſe 
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the judges are obliged to proceed according to the expreſs terms 


ef particular ſtatutes. Tadeed, where civil juſtice is to be adm. 5 
niftred not by particular ſtatutes, Hut by the application of general 


rules of equity, much will depend upon the wiſdom and integrity 
_of the judges; which would make ic peculiarly neceffary in the ap · 
pointment of executive authority to practiſe u the advice of 
Jethro to Moſes, «To provide out of all the people able men fuch 
as fear God, men of truth hating <covetouſneſs”, Might we de- 
pend upon having men of this character for the adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, We might be ſafe in our perſags and properties without- 
ſuch a multiplicity of particular ſtatutes. For a man of an honeſt 


„ | * N heart will, for the moſt part, readily ſee how to apply general rues bs 


of righteouſneſs. to particular caſes, ſo as to do judgment and juſ- 
F CD en Cons 
: atutes. F235 œ 
But whether the affairs of a people are to be adminiſtered by 
the application of general rules of righteouſneſs or particular ſta- | 
tutes adapted to each feveral caſe; yet it is of ſingular moment 
that civil rulers, in every capacity, ſhould conſider themſelves as 
being made rulers ever a people for the Lord their Ged. The 
apoſtle Paul agrees with our text and ſpeaks of civil rulers as mi-. 
niſters of God for Rom. x111 4. They are God's miniſ- 
ters, in that they are to ſerve him, acting as it were in God's ſtead, 
in doing bath judgment and juſtice. It is a manifeſt inference 
from the divine perfections that fin ſhall not go unpuniſhed : and 
theſe perfections of the Deity ought to be patterned after by all 
fjuch as are ſtiled God's on earth, all fuch as bear rule among men; 
that it may be truly ſaid, that they act as his ſervants, vicegerents, 
or repreſentatives, in doing judgment upon tranſgreſſors. Every 
well regulated ſtate will make laws to diſcountenance and reſtrain 
vice and immorality of every kind. To be ſure this is the caſe 
with this ſtate. We have reaſon to rezoice that our wiſe and good 
rulers have from time to time, made good and wholeſome laws to 
reſtrain the vicious, to put wickednets to fhame, and prevent the 
contagion of evil example from leading others aſtray, And it is 
the peculiar province of thoſe who are authorized to put the laws 
ia execution, to render themſelves bleflings, great and extenſive. 


Heſſiogs to the people in doing judgment. InvzeD,- 
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lx p zo, ſuch civil officers will meet with many trying ca 
nin their putting the good and wholeſome laws of the Jand into 
. execution, - If they are not men of virtue and integrity, the fear 
of offending on the one hand, or the hope of making friends u n 
the other, to ſerve their own private: intereſt; or ambitious vieuns 
may prove powerful temptations to connive at breaches of law, 
or to warp the law aſide from its true intention, and fruſtrate the 
ſe for which it was made, either by executing ſo 
ſmall a puniſhment as not to render themſelves- terrors to evil! 
| doers; or allowing ſome room for criminals to make their erer. 
from puniſhment. : Or if we allow the judges to be men of rea! 
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integrity and uprightnefs, yet the. tender feelings of humanity, © © 


_ eſpecially in very criminal caſes, may be great temptations to ben 
the ſword in vain, not approving themſelves the miniſters of Gd. 

the avengers to execute-wrath upon him that doth evil. But i; 8 
they are miniſters of God, a& by authority derived from him, are 
to pattern after his perfections, and be finally accountable to hm 
for the manner in which they conduct in their office ; they odge 


and muſt execute the good and wholſome laws of the land in do. 


ing judgment and juſtice, It is true, that although ſeveral per- 
ſons may. be found guilty of tranſgrefling the ſame ſtatute, yet 


there may be great difference in the aggravating circumſtances of 
the: ran fireſiiogs of different. has g m7 
common proverb, * the ſeverity of the law is. crgelty,” which 


may ſometimes have too great an influence upon the tender feelings ; 
dge, inclining him to relax the puniſhment, to the detri- 


of the ju 
ment of the public, whoſe peace and eee requires the 
faithful execution of judgment upon the tranigreſſort. But ſuch iy 


have à power to relax the pen 
circumſtances of the caſe, and the 


the puniſhment as any particular caſe may require; to the proper 
1 450 | + a BY £ Eranyt 1 oe ith, 


1 8 


board. 


KN 


Tux civil peace and proſperity. of a community require in the 
firſt place, that good and wholeſome laws ſhouid be enacted, for 
the diſtribution of judgment and juſtice; but if the laws, when 

made, exiſt only on paper and * what benefit can à people de- 
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dur happy civil conſtitution, that our legiflative authority always © 
penalty to particular perſons, where tbe 
public good requires it; ſo that 
the executive authority may, with ſafety and righteouſneſs, pro- 
ceed in the execution of the law, leaving all foch relaxations of 


perſons ; which has given tiſe to that” | 


* | 7 8 1 
* _ T4 
— 1 * . 
* > 


4-8 

f : a * 

— 4 * o 
64S. ITS * 


OE Lint 

2 3 

wp 11 2 . 
N 


1 | & x 4 ; / * . 2 « wr. . 1 PJ 1 1 4 " dt ; 
l . 1 a 7" » OF & I 4 „„en bak U . N ene * a * 8% 38-7, » hu PR N 
g KW r : 7 r ewes, nr a i ILL 1 Op cod” al IT . l . EN $37 TFF D FE . . 
ne 3 - Le os F. - : . . 90 * { : Ps Ap 4, 7 x * v7 * . X ** 2 , Jo. N . + n . 0 < My 5 4 X) N n 5 
2 48 75 We 4. Ap o 2 . K : 2 ; „ n 4. : . Ne * . J a „ — > 8 A 3 Nn n 
2K. E R 3 5 A 8 . * s. — F » : £ Ck N 2 . 2. c . . * A 
% PF = * v lf . . : . —. 4 * I” 6 * ? 4 8 5 * 4 1 * 5 oF 


8 


10% 4 Eo SERMON. 


rive from them? The. divine law is quick and powerful, and 
ſharper than any two edged ſword ; and ſurely, his miniſtes 
ought to make the laws which they execute, bear ſome reſemblance 1 
to his, in theſe reſpects; which if done, the benefits to ſoci ee 
cannot eaſily be reckoned up: But it thoſe whole office it is. to 
put the laws in execution, inſtead of giving vigor and efficacy to 
them, do ſuffer them to languiſh and die in their hands; it is not 
eaſy to count the evils which muſt neceſſarily follow from it. 
Sven officers cloud and darken their on reputation. It is 
truly an honout put upon a man, to be veſted with any branch of 
Civil authority; thereby an opportunity is put into his hands to 
do the more good in the world, to render himſelf a more extenſive | | i 
bleſſing, and merit the honorable efteem and regard of mankind, = 
But yet, if a man doth not honor his office, his office will never Rs 
honor him. The higher a man is raiſed in civil rank, the more 7 
contemptible will he be in the eye of mank ind, if his conduct is 0 
not ſuitable to his ſtation, ſo as to anſwer in ſome good meaſure, - LS 
the juſt expectation of mankind: from him, the ſolenin ties of the 
oath of God under which he is laid, and the important purpoſes / = 
for which he was dignified. Men may pity, but muſt deſpiſe thoſe .- = 
who thus betray the truſt which the public have repoſed in them. | 1 
Nox does the miſchief top here; but the law itſelf becomes de- 
ſpiſed and contemned, when men find they may tranſgreſs without 
fear of puniſhment. And while ſome few laws are thus ſuffered to be 
trodden under foot, it emboldens wicked and defigning men to 
diſregard all law, to deſpiſe government, and trample upon the 
authority; it opens a wide door to anarchy, confuſion and every 
evil work. And in this caſe, thoſe become the greateſt ſufferers, 
who are moſt worthy, and moſt deſerving of protection. Men of 
honeſty and uprightneſs, who make cs of their ways, are 
hereby laid open to inſult and oppreſſion ; while the wicked are 
ſuffered to proſper in their wickedneſs. For it the foundations 
be deſtroyed, what can the righteous do. : FE inf 
Ar ſome periods there is a much greater tendency to anarchy 
and licentiouſneſs among a people, than at others; and never was 
there greater danger of theſe evils, in this land, fince the firſt ſet- 
tiement of it, than now. While theſe American ftates were de- 
pendent on the Britiſh crown, ſuch were the meaſures of admini- 
Rration, adopted by the Britiſh miniſtry, and by the King 8 a 
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| and privileges, to rite up in oppoſitian-to their proceedings. : And 

f although many of thoſe meaſures taken in the land, were very . 


tifiable, in that caſe; yet ſome of them were not without their 
bad tendency. and effects upon ſome people's minds. The leſs 
judicious part of mankind, who are not ſo diſcerning in the pro- 

and neceſſary meaſures of civil government, have perhaÞs, _ 
Dong. emboldened to find fault with, and 8 all government. 
And it is very obvious that one courſe to be taken, to prevent or 
remedy evils of this kind; is not to relax the laws; but to 


the reins of government with a ſteady hand-; and that all the a 3 5 5 Ef 
and 1 — laws of the land ſhould be diligently and carefully” | 3 


executed in doing judgment and juſtice among the people. Greater 8 5 3 
ſtrictneſs and ſeverity in the enecution of the laws, ſeems nn 
in the preſent times, to provent the dangerous and. growing evile” | 3 
with which we are threatned. 1 NE ce 5 e 
Ir. is the anxious apprehenſion of many, chat 0 — . 
have more reaſon to fear miſery and diſtreſs ariſing from that fpirit - „ 

of, licentioufaeſs, and that tendency to zaarchy and confuſion, - TI 5 
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open enemies. Therefore it concerns every one to guard againſt, > 
and do what i in us lies, to prevent ſuch evils. But it eſpecially "3 


peace. and good order, to exert their Sawa ſupport of the e 
law, which can be done only by their diligence and fairhfulaefs in 
doing judgment and juſtice among the people; protect ing, p —. 
porting and encouraging the virtuous; and frowning upon and. | 
puniſhing-the vicious. The virtue ef patriotiſm, at ſuch a day Xo; > 
as this eſpecially, ought to meet with all conntenance and reſpect; 2 ä 
and on the other hand, the oppoſite vice of treachery calls aloud Rs 
for the purſuit of vengeance. © Our noble patriotic army, "which © 2 
under God, is our chief bulwark, and the {upport of every —_ 1 fl 
dear and valuable to us, ought by no means ta be neglected z but 7 
{h2uld receive all poſſible ſupport and encobragement. 80 like- 
wiſe all ſuch friends to the ſtate, which act in leſſer circles, ought” 
to meet with fupport and encoura it.z while ſuch as are ini- 
mical to our freedom and protection expoſe themſelves to our juſt 
indignation. Such as are inicpical and treacherous, have acted 
very diſferent parts. a day. Some have acted an open 
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part, Fe" TUE gone and joined the eremy i while other have _ 
- choſen ftill-to continue at home among us; who have been muck — 
more hurtful to us, and helpful to the enemy, than thoſe Ww 
have gone off, and openly joined then. They, many of them, | 
” maintain a ſecret correſpondence with the enemy, give them intel- 
ligence, carry on a clandeſtine'trade' with them; they lie as a dead 
weight, throwing every clog and hindrance'in the way of all our 
movements and efforts for our own defence; to them it is princi-_ 
«pally owing, that our paper curreney has ſuffered ſuch a great gad 
rapid depreciation ; and our land ſo exhauſted of provißons to 
feed the enemy, as greatly to diſtreſs and diſcourage our own army, 
Every argument therefore, which will juſtify us in our oppoſition 
to Great Britain, ſtrongly plead for our moſt vigorous efforts to 
detect, and make examples of ſuch ſecret enemies as endeavour to 
conceal themſelyes among us, It cannot therefore ſurely, be ſup- 
poſed, that a civil officer, of whatever rank, whoſe duty it is to 
exccute the law, ſhould ſhew more lenity towards a tory, than to 
a friend of his country; or be, by any means, backward, or inti- 
5 midated from doing judgment and juſtice in that caſe, yea, or in 
1 any other, wherein the peace and good order of the ſtate are inte- 
#08 reſted. Nor are there any weighty and powerful motives wanting, 
to quicken every one to diligence in the duties of his ſtation. 
Our text ſuggeſts {everal.confiderations of great weight, to influ- 
> | ence thoſe who are cloathed with authority, to exert themſelves in 
1 their own ſtations, to preſerve and promote the 2 good order, | 
and proſperity! of the people. | As 


I. Tn baba of God is acknowledged, in putting men into 
their ſeveral ranks and offices, in a civil ſtate. Thus ſaith the 
Queen to Solomon, Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delight- 
fi eth in thee, to ſet thee on his throne,” It is the Lord's doing, and 
FS 15 his hand is to be acknowledged in it. For promotion cometh 
1 | not from the eaſt, nor from the welt, but God is the judge; he 
1 putteth down one, and ſetteth up another.“ Whatever methods 
d aære uſed in chooſing men, and inveſting them with authority, yet 
. all is under the controul of the wiſe and all- governing providence 
of Cod. For © the lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole diſpo-— 
ſiag thereof is of che Lord. When therefore men are called into 
places of public truſt and improvement, they ate to it | 
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are Gods, they fall die like men. Death is the great leveller of 


mankind; which ſwallows up all diſtinctions which have taken 
place in this life, puts both rulers and ruled upon an equal foots 
ing in the grave, that they may ſtand in an equal rank in the day _ 
of judgment. The great men of the earth will be withino- _ 
more ceremony and reſpect in that day, by their judge, than the 
meaneſt t on the dunghin; but every one muſt. give an ac- 


count of himſelf tO God, tor his improvement of the tate: ts'he- 


has received. God's ſervants here in this life, receive theit talents 
_ ſome more, ſome leſs ; ſome receive ten, others one; and accord? 


ing to their receipts, muſt their account be. All the ſolemn 


ſcenes therefore, of the day of judgment; and all the rewards and 


puniſnments of an incomprehenſible eternity, ſtand before every 


one, before rulers as well as ruled, as ſo many motives todiligence = 


— 


and faithfulneis in the duties of their ſtationn 


. Goa and faithful rulers are repreſented as expreſſions of 


che love of God to a people. It was becauſe God loved Iſrael to 


eſtabliſh them forever, that he ſat ſuch a wiſe king over them to 


do judgment and juſtice. Good rulers are a great bleſſing, .and- 
the adminiftration-of judgment andjuſtice will be-of vu nſpeakable - 
advantage to a people. And when a people are favoured with- 
ſuch, they are to look upon it a token for good, an expreſfion of i 


divine love; ande a reaſon to excite them to bleſs the Lord. The + 


Queen of Sheba, in our text, though not intereſted in the proſpe- 


rity of Iſrael,” bleſſed God under a view of it. To be a blefling in 


the world, a bleſſiag in our place, day and generation is a very de- 


frable thing. Therefore when Abraham was ſent abroad in the 
world, that he might be ſupported and encouraged to duty under 


all trials and difficulties, God promiſed to make him a bleſſing. 


Gen. x11, 2; Thoſe who are veſted with civil authority are there« 
by put into a capacity to render themſelves bleſſings, great and 
extenſive bleſſings in the world: but then they are ſo, 


mall not this be attended to as an effectual argument, and prevail- 


ing motive to ſtir up ſuch to diligence and faithfulneſs? Can any 
one bear the thought of being held up to view, and placed in a7 


_ conſpicuous. 
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III. Anz civil rulers God's miniſters ? Are they not then, aces = 


_ countable to him for their conduct in that ſtation? Although they 
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can be 5 caſe, without the dut.exetciſe of civil government, in 


ple. Whethet we regard the internal ſtrengtb, peace and p 
ity. of the ſtate, or its external honour; reſpec and — . 
govetument muſt be maintained, good and wholeſome laws muſt 


De enacted, and life and vigor given them by ſuch as are authori. ; 


ed and betruſted with the care of putting the laws in execution. 
The ſafety of the whole ſtate, and the good, the. ſafety and intereſt 


ee eee the hare compoſed, loudly © call U for 
| ; theſe things at the hand of civil rulers. TE, 5 


1 VI. Azz Sill rulers God's Wini Then 2 32 08 = 


hope for his bleſſing on them, and preſence with them, in the 
charge of the duties of their ſtation. Pifficulties are to be expect- 
ed, and try ing diſcouragements muſt be encountered and over- 


come; wherein-we need to attend to every: animating conſidetation 
among which, | this ſurely muſt be of great weight, that God is 


with us.” Civil rulers are cloathed with — by God, they 
are ſeated on his throng, and employed in his ſervice; and may 


therefore hape for his bleſſing to crown their faichful ra 
in the duties of their ſtation. Ihe encouraging hopes of civibru-: 


lers in this caſe are nat only warranted from their being God's 


ſervants, but they are alſo much ſupported by experience, and 
the manifeſt takens of the divine preſence, in quppurting the cauſe | 


of truth and righteouſneſs ; and eſpecially in the things which tend 
to the eſtabliſmment of his, as * of the other independent 


ſtates of America. Time will not allow me to enumerate parti - 
eular inſtances; but the over-ruliag hand of divine providence has 

been often ſa conſpicuous in the events of the ꝓreſent war, as to 
_ .oxtort a confeſſion, even from infidelity itſelf, that it is God that 
- /Fighteth-for: us; which, tokens of the diy ine preſence ought to havæ 


a very animating and-quickening -influence-upon-every. rank and 


n Proſperity: of. the ſtate. 


Faithfulneſs in the duties of their tation, from the 
divine reward. Are civil rulers God's ſervants ?: 


oe p a 


order in: the civil ſtate to exert: 04s TOES 


VII. Cron rulers thave l motives = wes ce nd: 
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«hey muſt look for their reward. No wonder, if Nie thay. 
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0 Hob with unkind returns from an ungrateful 00 but ele. Fe 

labour is with the Lord, and their reward with their God. If © 
they are truly faithful, yet a little while, and they ſhall receive 

that bleſſed enge, Well done, N and wichtel . 5 Ye 
oy into * of thy Lord. e 


APPLICATION. — 


1. Taz way for a people to be bleſſed So . is to 
ſecure an intereſt in the love of God. It was hecauſe God loved 
Iſrael, that he ſet a wiſe king over them. All our bleſſings come ; 
from 'God, the father of lights, from whom deſcends every 

and perfes gift. When a people corrupt themſelves, abuſe their 
privileges, and yield themſelves to their own luſts, to be kd” 
away by an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the Gn. 
God; they forfeit his favours, provoke his anger, and pull don 
his judgments upon themſelves. God will then curſe their hleſ- 
ſings, take away his, abuſed favours, remove from them the 
hedge of his providence, and open the door for a variety of 
calamitics to make inrdads upon them. Nothing therefore n by 
BI be of greater concern to us, both with teſpect to our | 
Sei | and 9 intereſts, than to ſecure the favour and love of Gap.” „ 
For we have the teſtimony of the apoſtle, that Gadlineſs is "+46 - 5 . 
fitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the life which now $ 5 
is, and of that which is te come.“ And the wiſe king of Iſrael, 
ſpoken to in our text, allo tells us, That righteouſneſs exalts * 
2 nation: but fin is a reproach to any people.” God once gave 
[ſrael a king in his anger, and took him away in his'wrath. If 
therefore civil rulers do not prove bleſſings to a people; although - 
ſuch rulers may be highly criminal in not anfwering the | Ine 
purpoſes of their appointment, yet the people ought firft to ook 
at home, and remember that it is ſome God provoking wicked. 
neſs among themſelves, that is the reaſon why divine Patron * 
2 not failed Es ac and given gras N18 18 cf god 5 
rulers. | 


{# * 


I. Warn 4 . are bleſſed 118 5 e the * of 
God is to be. acknowledged i in it, wich praiſe and gratitude. Even 


this IO queen in our 8 bleſſed God on account of his love 
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to Iſrael, in ſetting a wiſe king over them to do Jos mfg and 
juſtice. Good rulers are a great bleſſing to a people, while they, _ 
with diligence and faichfulneſs, attend to the duties of their ſtation, 
admin ftering judgment and juſtice, in che execution of the good 
and wholeſome laws of the land. The benefits thence ariſing are 
very great and defirable ; which ought to be acknowledged as 
coming from the ſame divine Benefactor, who is the bountiful 
giver of all our enjoyments. To- him therefore, a tribute of praiſe 
and thankſgiving is due from a people thus ſmiled upon of hea- 
ven. This is a favour which carries its bonds of duty along with 
it ; and the people are to expreſs their gratitude for it, not in 
words only, but in actions; by e ee and quiet lives in 
all godlineſs and honeſty, under this good and faithful adminiſtration - 
of civil government. It belongs to the pope to give countenance -—- 
to, and to ſupport and encourage civil rulers in their adminiſts © 
ration of government. This will render the ruler's duty the more 
eaſy to him, and the more efficacieus and beneficial to others. 
Yea, this is what people are obliged to do, for conſcience toward 
5 God ; and is one way in which they are to expreſs their praiſe 
ik and thankſgiving to their divine Benefactor for the bleſſings of _ 


+ "ay 
- 
Ag 


Tur public occaſion of this day, calls upon me, in a particular 


= | - manner, to addreſs the important thoughts contained in my text, 
p 8 


4 $ 4 8 

8 to the General Aſſembly of this State now convened, And firſt 
1 to his Excellency our Governor * r Er beg wwe 
„ Ma May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY : 8 7 
5 | OBevrience to your Excellency's commands having called me 


- into this deſk, upon this public occaſion ; give me leave, fir, to 
congratulate you for the ſingular honour God has put upon you, 
in your early introduction into the chief ſeat of authority in 
Connecticut, when it was a colony to the Britiſh crown; conti« 
nmuing you in that ſeat through the revolution, to this day; and 
improving you as a very important inſtrument in his hand, for 
the eſtabliſhment of this free State. Although your vigorous 
efforts, and ſpirited endeavours in the defence of our liberties and 
privileges, and for the effectual eſtabliſhment of this State, are 
ſuch as merit the eſteem and thanks of the public; yet all ſuch 
| PER „„ 


- As ae SERMON. 


an us as wick ſucceſs to the Britiſh arms, lopk on abou; 8 
an evil eye 3 and will therefore, by all means in their . 

 feek your removal, But premo ion comerh not from the cat, 
nor from the weſt, nor from the ſouch: God is the judge; be thr a A 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. So long as God: has 5 
any further ſervices for you to perform, in this public ſtation, 
your excellency ſhall fit ſecure, in this chief ſeat of government,” 


and as we truſt, will uſe your authority for the Lord ru God, : 
and for the good « of the Nene over which you prefide. 3 
Lr me alſo addreſs mylelf to his honour, the Dreurx 1 3 . 2 


on, to the honourable members of Counciz, and the 3 3 
\RaPATIIUTATIVES of the people, 1 in General Court aflembled, EE: 


| May ir PLEASB Your Howouns, AND worTHY Graruontn, | 155 = Mp 


- Iris my duty to remind you, as direfted | in my text, that _ 
are by the providence of God, ſeated. upon his throne, and put 
into office for the Lord your God. And we encourage ourſelves © 3 
to hope that i it is becauſe he hath loved this State, to eſtabliſh | it . a 
forever, that he has called you to your ſeveral public ſtations, to = . : 5 8 
do judgment and juſtice. That you may be the happy en — - 
of ſo great a bleſſing, and an expreſſion of the love of God to this 
people, it is not only neceſſary that good and wholeſome laws 
ſhould be enacted, but alſo enforced by the executive za 
or the State ; life and f « puke 2 Tiger and efficacy. muſt be given 
them among the people proper officers, who will - 
3 in carrying W into execution. - Such officers 
are not only to ſerve = _ at hut they ate more imm ; 
mediately the ſervants of this General Aiembly. Lou have the 
appointment of them; and therefore reaſon diftates, that to ou 5 ths 
they ſhould be accountable for their conduct in their ſtations.—— 
If Seen are any who betray their truſt, neglect the duties of | 
their ſtation, or act an unworthy part, ſurely-the people may 
_ zuſtly expect ſome remedy, from the Aſſembly. The firſt and 
moſt effe&ual method to eſtabliſh this State, is to eftabliſh the 
influence of law and rule in the minds of the people; which can 
only be done by giving life and ſpirit to the law, by diligence 
and * in the execution ot it. To * the reins of 
| e 
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= © "government with a flack hand, eſpecially in ſuch a. day as this 
> __- when people are ſo apt to break over all rule and order, will ' 
open a door to many evils which afterwards cannot eaſily be re. 


HE moved. When men are called up to public view, and ranked 
Its tie ſeveral ſtations of civil government, for maintaining order 
And regularity among a people, an opportunity is given them do 

= SIGs become extenſively uſeful ; but whether they ſhall be eſteemed as. 

- © _ - gn exprefſion of God's love to a people, or of his anger; whether 
titey mall be a bleſſing, or a curſe, muſt be made appear by their 
1 conduct in their ſtation. | V 
1 Put people of Connecticut, when they were a government, 
Jaaaad now ſince they have been an independent State, have had 


4, "0"; 


2 reaſon to bleſs God that he has placed ſuch upon his throne f 
TG - Civil power, and made them rulers for the Lord their God, as 
© _._ have been happy iaftruments of our civil eſtabliſhment, by their 
5 . _ wiſdom, diligence and faithfulneſs in doing judgment and juſtice. 
Be And we hope and pray {t!]! to continue under the divine ſmiles. 
15 in this reſpect; and that ic will appear that God loves this people 
* ſtill, and has ic in view to eſtabliſh us more and more, by giving 
us ſuch to fill the ſeveral ſcations in the government, as with 
approve themſelves.rich bleſſings by diligence and faithfulneſs in- 
mr ern ² c c 1 IR ns 


As a conſiderable number of Miniſters of the Goſpel are preſent: 

| in this Afdſembly, I ſhall now take the liberty to addreſs may. 
0: - diſcourſe to my brethren, in the ſacred charafter., Dk 

44 — d ĩł 5 
"A ManirzsT it is, that it comes within our province, to uſe our 

. endeavours to promote the adminiſtration of judgment and juſtice. 
among the people of our charge. Ii. deed, to win ſouls to a ſaving. 
union with Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be the chief and great ſcope of 
our labour: but then, it concerns us ſo to acquit ourſelves in 
the miaiſtry which we have received of the Lord, that we may 
be able to ſay, © We have not ſhunned to declare the whole 
council of God.“ All the doctrines of the goſpel are to be laid 
open, that the people may be ſound in the faith; and the ſcope 
; 2d tendency of theſe truths, for the purpoſe of holy living, muſt 
1 be urged upon their conſciences. To preach morality, is as. 
WH 1.5” really preaching Chriſt, as when we preach. articles 1 


o 


A s 


5 >” — "#7 * 7: 2 28 I . & 1 1 > 8 * . * 3 2 < > 3 
y N 8 fas * . ky. IAB ain * # 7 $52 by 8 * 6} 5 8 8255 "x 
FS. * 5 1 f * 9 2 


* * — d Ed n MLS 2 8 > SES 992 * 2 e. 
* en 7 3 "x SY * f k 0 9 y - 
N : 23222. and oe RE 
1 = 3 at — 3 * * 140 N 5 * 44 r n . XX 9 
7 M xy 0 5 8 of * + 4d 2 x 4 8 
Or 2 r W 9 8 n 
— 3 of 2 I 2, © 8 7, »* £24 7 - o — > wa 9 A 
r | 2 r LACS ET 2 DD IEEE iS Ne 
a "> 8 2 8 1 2 7 6 8 LS - 2 ens „„ 7 
2 OTIS: ED 0 IO RH, Oh Bo TIL Ae Sn AR oe res ES Fre 
A CS WF 3 oe ob. os, Ye et Ne 2 128 2 7 N RIS 
| . 1 A IS 7 2&4 3 n * Ae 112 »© 2 Ez) : 3 2s > 2 Sx * 
t A q bes, = ——_— y 4 c PE 0 2 - . CO _ 8 7 2 2 . 1 
ii LESS 2 e * r e * 8 wi £2948 . A 3 3 
. 4 I #*, F of 1 Arg. (Pn Do 4 5 e 0 3 nas > ” G . 
"6 IRS . N . „F OE he 5 r 3 
. A ˙ XT % ch = Bonds BR ͤꝓw . r . ĩͤ Rents 5k 
8 1 / do ug So a OS uo tb, Pen, {= 
» 3.4 5 yo ry YB."S# N - r N 2 5 Xx 2 ; 
X 5 . 7 - bo 
„ Tx 27 
1 % * 7. * <5 
l 8 8 
ns 25 i 
* * * 
n 


Phe 8 ap. 4 * po „ 
+ . . %> Ea! 


* WII? "4 24 ; | 
* 1 PHY i r 
Sh * N 


© manifold 


= 


4% 


of the man 


A 


3 * 2 * 


Aos as it becomes a good ſteward 


to deal out to every one, a portion in due Fe 


 - certain times when we have ſpe 
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lift up our voice like a trumpet, to ſhew our people their tran. 
reſſions, and the houſe of Iſrael, their ſins. And- although ie 


belongs to civil officers to enecute judgnient on tranigrefiors z- 
| a Jet, it alſo belongs to us to warn the wicked, that they may turn 
from their wicked ways. It belongs to us, not only- to dear 
3 _ teſtimony againſt vicious practices z but alſo, to-encourage our 
"2 rulers in their vigorous endeavours to ſuppreſs all vice and im- 
1 morality r and to inforce upon the people due ſubjection to order 
7 and good government; which plainly appears from that ſpecial 5 ny 
= charge of the apoſtle. Paul to Titus, in Tit. iii. 8. This is a 
= faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, 
3 that they which have believed in God, might be careful to ma- 
1 tain good works : theſe things ate good and profitable unto men. 
3 L x me finally direct my diſcourſe to the people at OE. 
A ___ Yowv ſee in the text, that eivil rulers: are ſeated on God's? 
= _ throne ; they are veſted with authority for the Lord their God; © 
I and the defign 6f God therein, is to ſhew his love to a people by 
# their exerciſe of this authority, in doing judgment and juſtice, 


5 It belongs therefore to every one, not only to be in ſubjection to 
1 5 government themſelves, but alſo to ſupport and encourage civil 


1  rulers-in the diſcharge of their office: For ſhalt we acknowledge- 


that the adminiſtration of judgment and fuſtice is the great bleſ- 1 5 
: ſng- which God means to confer upon a people by the miniſtry? 


> of civil rulers,. and yet not be careful ourſelves to abſtain 28 
5 . thoſe vices, and to practiſe th oſe virtues in which the great and 
god purpoſes of civil government are anſwered? Nor is ite 


2 enough that we confine our own conduct within the rule of duty  -- 
J dut it belongs to every. one to diſcouragg and diſcountenance at 


5 | . * 
1 N of 
* 


2 2 * 5 a * ; 
88 
5 % . 
„ 
=. 22 n n 2 
CULT ae a 2 28 Ay 6 
» =- ee po = 
* "3 a. v.34 

. 

* 


- againſt the! do evil; and giving countenance to g 
Fakhful -rulers-in the diſcharge of their truſt, in the execution 
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